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Keeping Sick and Homebound Students 
on Track through Video with Swivl

Case study

The challenge

In a perfect classroom, every student enrolled would be in their seats, every day. 

But in the real world where coughs, colds, fl us, and more serious medical issues 

cause students to miss school, make-up work can cause stress for students and 

their teachers alike.  

Katie Parent is an English teacher in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, and teaches an 

American Literature course and a rigorous honors English class for freshman. 

Katie’s philosophy is to make her students feel comfortable sharing opinions and 

asking questions in her class. In order to get them to stretch their thinking, she 

encourages them to take risks and rewards those risks when they don’t choose
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Katie shared her dilemma with other teachers at her school, and as they

brainstormed one colleague recommended she try Swivl, the lesson capture tool 

and robotic device that turns educators’ mobile phones or tablets into rotating 

video cameras. As soon as Katie began to use it, she found it to be the solution 

she needed. Katie found that Swivl pivoted to follow her movements seamlessly, 

so she could move about the room with ease and the knowledge that her

entire lesson—her direct instruction, guided practice, and interaction with other 

students—would be recorded. Her favorite feature is the soundless movement 

of the mount, as it prevents the tool from being distracting in her class of easily 

sidetracked freshmen.

the obvious answer. As a result, students are learning a lot in her challenging 

class. So when one of Katie’s bright, hardworking students had to miss an 

extensive amount of school for hospital treatments, Katie worried that this 

student would fall behind. Katie really did not want to see this student placed in a 

less-challenging English class simply because she had missed too much school 

to keep up with the honors coursework—she needed a way to help this student 

remain on track and in her class.

The student’s mother recommended Katie record her lessons with video, which 

had been helpful to this student in the past. But Katie found using a traditional 

video camera to be distracting and clunky, as it couldn’t follow her movements 

as she walked around the room—and she certainly did not want another student 

to be distracted from learning by moving the camera on its tripod to follow her 

as she taught. As a teacher who was always in motion while working with her 

students, she needed a better solution.
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Katie can easily upload and share her recorded lessons with her student, who 

is now able to keep up with the coursework. With the recorded lessons, the 

student can take notes and return to class without any confusion, and know 

exactly where the class has left off  upon her return. Without the lesson capture 

capability, Katie believes that it would take her and other teachers hours to relay 

what the student missed.

The outcome

While it’s no substitute for being in class, Swivl’s ability to capture lessons has 

made a world of diff erence for both Katie and her student. This student can

continue to be challenged in a class for her ability level, and Katie’s worries that 

the student would fall behind have been eased. With Swivl, Katie and other 

teachers can rest assured that even with unforeseen absences, students can 

follow along with the pace of the rest of the class.

Get in touch!

These are just some of the ways Swivl’s technology is being put to use in K-20 

classrooms across the country. To learn more about how Swivl can make a

diff erence at your school, or to learn more about our demo program, contact us 

today by calling 888.837.6209 or emailing sales@swivl.com.


