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How to clone yourself in the classroom:
Swivl as a co-teaching methodology

Case study

The challenge

A traditional co-teaching model has one teacher serve as a lecturer, while the 
other answers student questions and provides personalized teaching.
Co-teaching lets teachers divide attention between presenting new instruction 
and individualized work with students. For special-needs students, co-teaching 
reduces the stigma associated with pull-out programs while allowing each 
student to learn at his or her own pace. But what if there’s only one teacher 
available?

Amanda Fox, a sixth grade social studies teacher at STEM Academy in Savannah, 
Georgia, is a proponent of the fl ipped classroom model and wanted to adapt a 
co-teaching model, but did not have another teacher to assist her. Amanda saw 
several benefi ts to co-teaching, including more one-on-one time working with
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The solution

Co-teaching with Swivl gives each group 
the freedom to move at its own pace, and 
each student the benefi t of personalized 
instruction.

In her classroom, Amanda divides her students into small groups. Each cluster 
watches Amanda’s lesson on an iPad, playing back particular sections and taking 
notes on the new content. At the same time, Amanda walks between groups 
to check in on students or answer individual questions with the entire class. 
Co-teaching with Swivl frees each group to move at its own pace, while ensuring 
Amanda can give each student personalized attention without interrupting the 
entire class.

© 2014 Swivl, Inc, All rights reserved. “Swivl as a co-teaching methodology” 2

swivl
TM

After receiving her fi rst Swivl in April 2014, Amanda decided to try using Swivl to 
co-teach with an unlikely colleague: herself. Outside of her classroom time, she 
recorded herself presenting lessons with only Swivl as an audience. After her 
recording, Amanda interspersed her video with slides to enhance student
understanding. Capturing each lesson that she hoped to better articulate to her 
students, she then uploaded each lesson onto Swivl’s cloud storage platform to 
make it accessible from multiple devices.

students and more diff erentiated instruction. STEM Academy’s focus on new 
technologies also meant that Amanda was always on the lookout for ways to 
integrate edtech products into her classroom – especially ones that would really 
wow her students.

“”— Amanda
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The outcome

Amanda now regularly uses Swivl to co-teach her students. Beyond its benefi ts 
in the classroom, co-teaching with Swivl helps Amanda track time: she covers 
the same amount of content across classes, helping Amanda pace herself 
with curricula associated with instructional standards. Next year, Amanda will 
be able to review her lessons on Swivl and identify the best ones to use again. 
Reviewing the videos also gives Amanda a record of which lessons progressed 
seamlessly, and which sections may need to be presented diff erently or with new 
slides. Currently on maternity leave, Amanda is in the process of making all of her 
lessons next year what she calls “Swivl-style.” With Swivl, Amanda can be in more 
than one place at once, teaching small groups of students on a screen while 
providing one-on-one instruction in person.

Get in touch!

These are just some of the ways Swivl’s technology is being put to use in K-20 
classrooms across the country. To learn more about how Swivl can make a
diff erence at your school, or to learn more about our demo program, contact us 
today by calling 888.837.6209 or emailing sales@swivl.com.


